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A group of local residents has begun 
defining a future for the 123-year-old 
steamboat.

B e g i n n i n g i n 1 9 0 0 , t h e 
Tuscarora traveled from the Marion River 
Carry through Utowana, Eagle, and Blue 
Mountain Lakes, delivering passengers to 
grand resorts, lakefront estates and small 
businesses. For nearly three decades, it 
operated much like boats on the Fulton 
Chain and the Saranacs. When better 
roads were available, those vessels—their 
useful lives over—were deliberately 
burned or scuttled. The Tuscarora 
escaped that fate and took on a new life in 
1934, when it became the Graham 
family’s camp, with bedrooms, a lounge, 
and bathrooms inside the hull.

This 75-foot-long double-decker 
steamer is a rare relic of the heydays of 
Adirondack tourism and a glimpse of how 
a summer family repurposed a unique 

Preserving the Tuscarora
Betsy Folwell

Photo courtesy of Peter Halsch

Tuscarora …………………… see page 7

Indian	Lake	Museum
“What’s this?” asks Wayne Blanchard, 
Indian Lake Historian and in charge of the 
Indian Lake Museum. His answer, “A very 
clever crockpot.” See page 4 for story of 
Wayne and the Indian Lake Museum.

Indian Lake Revitalization Project. See page 4.

Long Lake, north of Blue, was hit hard by the July 10-11 deluge, 
with roads, businesses, and homes damaged by careening water, 
including the Long Lake Diner/Owl’s Head Pub, seen here. For 
information about Hemlock Hall and Steamboat Landing, see page 
3. Photo from Town of Long Lake.

Long Lake, north of Blue, was hit hard by the July 10-11 deluge, with roads, businesses, 
and homes damaged by careening water, including the Long Lake Diner/Owl’s Head Pub, 
seen here. For information about Hemlock Hall and Steamboat Landing, see page 3. Photo 
from Town of Long Lake.

Devastation! 

IMPORTANT DATES
ADKX Gala
On museum grounds
Saturday, July 29, 5:00—9:00 pm

Blue Mountain Lake Assn Annual Meeting
At ADKX
Thursday, August 3, 7:00 pm

SIBS: Indian Lake Revitalization Benefit
Chef Darrell’s Mountain Diner
Saturday, August 5, 1—5:00 pm
518-648-5636

Sizzler: “It’ll melt your socks”
5K run and walk and half-mile kids’ race
Sunday, August 13, starting 8:30 am
Register at   www.BlueMtSizzler.com
Indian Lake Town Meeting
At BML Fire Hall
Monday, August 14, 7:00 pm

ALCA Great Arts Benefit
At Raquette Lake’s Huntington 
        Memorial Camp (Pine Knot)
Saturday, August 26, 3:30—6:00 pm
Access by lake only;  first boarding 3:30
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http://www.bluemtsizzler.com/


Washing your boat can save the 
life of your favorite lake
—  clean, drain, dry  —

Take note: only one tablespoon of water left in a boat’s bilge can 
contaminate an entire lake with nearly invisible species like the spiny 
waterflea and seeds of invasive aquatic plants.  Blue Mountain Lake 
has caught its Variable Leaf Milfoil situation early and is vigilantly 
addressing the problem every year. Other Adirondack lakes continue 
to spend millions of dollars to clean up.

If you or your friends want to launch a boat into Blue 
Mountain Lake, and it’s been in another lake, New York State law 
requires that it is certified as “clean, drain,ed, and dry” before 
launching. Free boat wash stations are scattered throughout the 
Adirondacks: https://www.adkwatershed.org/boat-wash-stations

The boat washing station on Route 28 near the Lake Durant 
campsite is open Friday through Monday from 7:30 am to 4 pm. It only takes 
about 15 minutes. DON’T BE RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING A LAKE! 
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Membership is $25

To join, scan: 

or visit our membership page: 
http://www.zippyregclubhub.com/?org=6 

or mail a check plus your email address: 
PO Box 245, Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812 
Main Website: 
www.bluemountainlakeassociation.org

 The Blue Mountain Lake Association is a pro-
active volunteer board that monitors the health 
and well being of  our area and encourages 
community participation. 

What is BMLA up to this summer? A lot.

Best news: The lake survey by Aqualogic this 
summer has found no new Variable Leaf  Milfoil 
(VLM)! Previously, Aqualogic removed over 500 
gallons. Some of  our activities:

— Preventing, surveying, and eradicating 
aquatic invasives. 
Four years ago, the dreaded VLM was discovered in 
Utowana. No one wanted to reach the point of other 
Adirondack lakes which are clogged and dying and  are costing 
up to $1 million to remediate. So, BMLA raised funds to 
support a five-year plan to harvest and survey our three lakes in 
the Eckford Chain. This has been extremely effective. This year, 
BMLA’s Water Watch Committee, chaired by Michele Curry, is 
going forward with a new five-year strategic plan including 
joining the new Headwaters Campaign with Raquette Lake and 
Long Lake. She says, “Early detection and ongoing vigilance 
pays off. That’s our story.”

BMLA is also concerned about other Adirondack 
invasives, both aquatic and terrestrial—Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, 
Hydrilla, Water Chestnut, Round Goby, Spiney Waterflea, Zebra 
Mussel, to name a few!  More information on BMLA’s Water 
Watch page, water@bluemountainlakeassociation.org
 

— Salt: monitoring and advocating 
for a solution
BMLA is working with the Adirondack Watershed Institute 
to measure the salt pouring into Blue Mountain Lake from 
the five major feeder brooks. It’s no surprise that the flow 
into Blue from brooks near roads has more salt—25 to 100 
times more! BMLA will engage with the NYS Department 
of Transportation on how to reduce salt spread on roads in 
the winter and is partnering with other lake associations to 
share information on technology and investment to mitigate 
the salt problem.
 

— Philanthropy
BMLA supports other non-profit groups such as the ACLA 
and ADKX. It recently donated to the Adirondack 
Foundation SUN Fund which is responding to the 
destructive flooding of July 10-11.
 

— In other areas, the Beautification Committee 
plants and maintains flower beds and containers throughout 
the hamlet. Volunteers clean up roadsides and parks. The 
Projects Committee is involved with the vintage phone 
booth, subsidized septic cleaning, buoys in the lake and 
much more. Funds for special projects come from the two 
sporting events: BluMouLa-BuFuRa and the Sizzler. 
 

Blue Mountain Lake Association 
We work in many ways for the BML community. Please join us.

Welcome to the  Summer 2023 BML A newsletter
    Cathleen Collins & Nancy Forhan, Interim Co-Presidents
     President@BlueMountainLakeAssociation.org

Mea Kaemmerlen, editor: meakaem@aol.com

—If you spot VLM in the water, don’t pick it. Note location 
& contact water@bluemountainlakeassociation.org
—Note orange buoys: Don’t fish or boat in areas 
marked for VLM in Utowana. 
—Don’t drive motor boats near the dam at the end of 
Utowana or even past the Baekeland camp. 

.

https://www.adkwatershed.org/boat-wash-stations
http://www.zippyregclubhub.com/?org=6
https://bluemountainlake.wixsite.com/BMLassociation
http://water@bluemountainlakeassociation.org
http://water@bluemountainlakeassociation.org
http://President@BlueMountainLakeAssociation.org
http://meakaem@aol.com
http://water@bluemountainlakeassociation.org


Hemlock Hall:
 
"Our property is experiencing severe flooding. 
The damage is unbelievable," posted Hemlock 
Hall proprietors Tony and Chelsea Provost on 
Facebook during the storm. And later: “It is 
difficult to put into words the amount of 
damage that we sustained. While our buildings 
are intact, the infrastructure surrounding them 
is devastated.” With a torrent of water roaring 
down the mountain and hitting the lodge head 
on, the road and parking lot were eroded, 
water rushed around the cabins, and guests 
were evacuated by boat. First responders—
Fire, EMS and other volunteers—worked 
through the night and for days after.
.
 

For many, the July 10-11 storm was a disaster
But the community moved quickly to help

It was a major gully washer, road 
cruncher, dam breecher, home damager, 
driveway destroyer. During the 18-hour 
flash flooding deluge, residents of Long 
Lake and Blue Mountain Lake fled their 
homes; hotel guests were evacuated; and 
roads buckled. Culverts loosened from 
their beds and joined trees, logs, 
Adirondack chairs and debris floating in 
the lakes. Long Lake, in particular got the 
brunt of the damage, but Blue Mountain 
and Indian Lake felt the storm intensely.
 But, as always, in the aftermath of 
a disaster in the North Country, there was 
a remarkable show of earth-moving 
e f f i c i ency , l ov ing -k indness , and 
neighborliness. Just hours into the storm, 
neighbors and local businesses jumped in 
to help. Friends started GoFundMe sites; 
boats cruised the lakes to check on the 
safety of residents and campers; others 
cruised the water to collect large 
dangerous debris; volunteers made 
hundreds of sandbags and placed them 
strategically; stores provided sandwiches 
and drinks to workers.

Just as quickly, the state, counties 
and townships rolled out everything they 
had, and, within a couple of days of well-
coordinated work, most roads were back 
in use. As of August 1, only the road from 
Long Lake to Newcomb was still closed.

Left: Sherry Nemmers of Blue Mountain and 
Lenore Maynard of Indian Lake spent many hours 
at Hemlock Hall, helping to clean out the recently 
evacuated—and still charming—lodge rooms and 
cottages. 

Above: Paul Provost and Briggs Hample help the 
clean-up effort. Paul was proprietor since 1985; 
now his son, Tony, and his wife, Chelsea, have 
taken over. Briggs Hample lives in Long Lake and 
reported that his house is OK, but others have a lot 
of damage. 

Steamboat Landing:
The storm damaged the retaining wall at 
Steamboat landing which meant a huge pile 
of new stones had to be placed into the lake. 
Easier said than done because heavy 
equipment couldn’t cross the saturated lawn 
and septic field. A call went out and a 
volunteer wheelbarrow brigade was 
organized to haul stones. Who knew there 
were so many wheelbarrows in Blue?
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Above: Jeff Vander Molen, 
Steamboat proprietor (with 
his wife Sarah and son 
Ethan), cooks lunch for the 
many volunteers.

Above: On the morning after the 
deluge, this volunteer rescue party, 
l. to r., Quinby Booth, Carter 
Stevens, and Bill Lambertsen, was 
seen navigating Blue Mountain 
Lake, picking up debris (even a 20-
foot culvert), checking boathouses 
and docks, and discouraging 
sightseeing motorboats which add 
to the problem with big wakes. 
Blue’s water level stayed very high 
for days because the flow of water 
was reversed with Eagle and 
Utowana flowing into, not out of, 
Blue Mountain Lake..



Indian Lake Township is pressing forward with 
its systematic revitalizing efforts. It now has a 
name: SIB Re-Vibe (SIB for its three hamlets 
Sabael, Indian Lake, and Blue Mountain Lake), 
and it’s garnered strong community support with 
four working committees: Economic Vitality, 
Design, Promotion and Organization. 

It started last August when the Indian 
Lake Community Development Corporation had a three-hour session with a Main 
Street America (MSA) consultant. MSA is a national not-for-profit organization 
helping to revitalize older and historic commercial districts. While Indian Lake is too 
small to become an official Main Street Community, it receives ongoing guidance and 
assistance from MSA.

On Saturday, August 5, 1 to 5 pm, SIB will hold a benefit event at Chef 
Darrell’s Mountain Diner.  Christine Pouch, Economic Development, Marketing & 
Events Manager, is the point person for SIB and can answer questions and recruit 
volunteers.  Her email is development@indianlakeadk.com. More information is on 
www.indianlakeadk.com.

“Indian Lake is a scene you should make
With your little one
Keep it in mind if you're lookin' to find
A place in the summer sun…”
 
Recognize the song? It’s the worldwide 
1968 hit by the Cowsills, selling well over 
two million copies. Well, every Indian 
Lake in the country claimed the song—
Michigan, Montana, Ohio, Texas, Utah 
and so on. How about our Indian Lake? In 
the middle of the fray, a young lady wrote 
to Tony Romeo, the writer of the song. He 
wrote back, “the Hamilton County Indian 
Lake is the one I wrote about.” Much 
rejoicing in our Indian Lake and, since 
then, every elementary student in the 
school system can sing every verse, with 
accompanying hand gestures.

I learned this from Wayne Blanchard, 
Historian of Indian Lake and guardian of the 

In one of the six rooms of the Indian Lake 
Museum stand a pair of chairs (left) 
which read (American Lady Shoes and 
“American Gentleman Shoes. They were 
used in the old St. Marie’s store (just torn 
down last year) for trying on shoes. On 
the right in the hat rack, is a hat made 
from beaver fur.

museum. He brought out copies of the 
letters involved. He then regaled me with 
fun stories of a dozen other items dispersed 
throughout the six rooms of the house. 
Wayne makes the jumbled collection come 
alive with his gift for storytelling and 
passion for history.

He has a story about Allen Brooks 
who built the house in 1866, after 
moving to Indian Lake following his 
Civil War service and where he raised 
eight children. At that time across the 
street was a little red schoolhouse 
(Indian Lake’s second, the first was a log 
house) and Brooks’ cows would wander 

over to munch in the school’s 
kitchen garden. In response, the 
school put up a picket fence, and 
when one persistent cow tried to 
jump the fence—disaster! She was 
impaled and had to be put down. 
There ensued much controversy as to 
who should pay for the cow.
 Then there is the story of a 
World War II “barrage balloon” in 
the Midwest which broke loose and 
traveled a thousand miles to Indian Lake. 
These tethered hydrogen-filled balloons, 
floating at 5,000 feet and supporting long 
steel cables, were used to defend against 
low flying aircraft. Many hung over Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan, protecting the locks 
and critical shipping channel of the Great 
Lakes. Apparently, one got loose and 
floated east to the Adirondacks.. When it 
got to the Adirondacks, it hit a power line 
and shorted out the whole town. On display 
is a series of photos of the retrieval of the 
barrage balloon.

Wayne is a sixth generation Indian Laker 
and, as a volunteer, staffs the museum Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1 to 4. A photo of his 
ancestors (Blanchard) hangs over the mantel 
piece and other ancestors (Hutchins-King) show 
up in papers, books and photos. Wayne descends 
from familiar Indian Lake families.
 Of the myriad of items, some are 
well labeled, some are obvious, and others 

are more mysterious. That’s where 
Wayne comes in. “Guess what this is?” 
He shows what looks like an inverted 
can opener. “It’s a razer blade 
sharpener.” “And how about this?” He 
punches a piece of paper. “It’s a stapler 
that doesn’t need staples.” Then there’s 
the rusty little coiled and springed 
machine on the floor. “It’s an old 
trapshooting machine to throw targets. It 
was in the shooting gallery at the grand 
old Prospect House in Blue.”

A friend stops in to donate 
something to the archives, and he and 
Wayne reminisce about their old 
teachers at the Indian Lake Central 
school “Remember that guy? He had 
taps on his shoes so they wouldn’t wear 
out. He couldn’t sneak up on us! Those 
were the good ol’ days.” 

Wayne and the Indian Lake Museum 
continue to unlock those good ol’ days. 

SIB Hamlet program full 
of revitalizing energy
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Indian Lake Museum—Packed with Stories
Mea Kaemmerlen

mailto:development@indianlakeadk.com
http://www.indianlakeadk.com/


A great sadness for all of Blue 
Mountain Lake and beyond is the 
closing of Blue Mountain Designs. 
El izabeth Kentra Gorey and 
Kathleen Peartree Moon created a 
terrific gift shop, café, bottle store, 
gathering place for many to 
exper ience . They made th i s 
announcement on their website:

“Except for the annual Rustic 
Furniture Fair, September 8–10, 
Blue Mountain Designs will be 
closed this season. The first BMD 
gift shop opened in 1965 in this 
historic Blue Mountain Lake 
school house dating back to 1895. 
After several wonderful seasons, 
we decided to sell the store. For 
the past six years, it has been a 
genuine pleasure to welcome and 
serve you. We would like to thank 
our wonderful customers from 
near and far, vendors, artists, and 
the entire community for making 
this lovely historic landmark a 
thriving success and a great place 
to gather. Your patronage and 
fr iendship shal l a lways be 
treasured.”

There are still several places 
you can shop for gifts in Blue: 
=== The darling Crow's Nest 
Gift Shop at The Hedges.
=== The Corner Store, bulging 
with fun gift items as well as 
groceries and take-out.
= = = T h e A d i r o n d a c k 
Experience, with its great 
expansive book and gift shop.

Double congratulations to the 
Blue Mountain Lake Inn 
which is celebrating two 
ann ive r sa r i e s : Mered i th 
Cunningham’s 10 years as 
i n n k e e p e r a n d t h e 
Cunningham family’s 40 years 
as owners of the Inn. Over 100 
people came to the celebration 
on July 15.

Some people are just plain interesting. Don 
Seauvageau, a Blue Mountain Lake local for eight 
years, is such a one. He worked 42 years as a 
chemical engineer, with a “side hustle,” according 
to him, as antique dealer, historian, book lover, 
and boat aficionado, 

Now retired, he’s busier than ever: 
president of the Newcomb Historical Museum, a 
leader of Adirondack Architectural Heritage 
(AARCH) tours, and Vice President of Johnsburg 
Historical Society, which opened its new museum 
in Wevertown on July 1. He is also an active 
member of the Minerva Historical Society and 
Long Lake Historical Society. When he worked as 
a plant manager at NL Industries, he frequently 
visited and stayed at the Tahawus mine, then owned 
by NL. Subsequently, he’s written about Newcomb 
and the Tahawus mine. 
 But something happened to Don that even 
Stephen King couldn’t fathom. Last November 1, 
he was in Glens Falls for auto repairs when his 
Blue Mountain Lake neighbor, Ellen Butz, called 
to say his house was on fire. Shocked, he rushed 
home. “I was trying to figure out how it 
happened.” When Don reached home, he was met 
by three fire departments and other officials, 
including CSI (crime scene investigators). “I 
couldn’t believe my house was a crime scene.”
 Turned out that a 25-year-old man from near 
Hudson, NY, south of Albany had made his way to 
Blue and had broken into Don’s house. He set it on 
fire with the intention of killing himself. He was 
rescued, but the house burned to the ground.

Don lost a great deal in the fire including 
wonderful antiques and over 2,000 books of which 
300 involved Adirondack history; many were first 
edition including Harold Hochschild’s Township 34. 
“But the over-arching sadness is that Omar died.” 
Omar was Don’s cat which he had adopted as a stray.
 Neighbors rallied. “This is such a great 
community when something happens. My 
neighbors had already found a small cottage for 
me to stay in.” And even though the Corner Store 

A Man of Fortitude 
and Optimism

was only open weekends, Jeff (the 
proprietor) made 200 sandwiches for 
the first responders.
 Today, Don still misses Omar, 
but his new house, a modular one, is 
under construction and should be 
finished by summer’s end. He’ll 
continue to be a great addition to the 
population of Blue. And the arsonist is 
awaiting trial.  

Greatly Missed
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Don was instrumental in setting up the 
new museum in Wevertown, the Robert 
& Electa Waddell House, home of the 
Johnsburg Historical Society, open most 
Fridays and Saturdays. 518 251-5788
www.johnsburghistoricalsociety.org

www.bluemountainlakeassociation.org

BMLA has a really informative 
new website. Check it out.

http://www.johnsburghistoricalsociety.org
https://bluemountainlake.wixsite.com/BMLassociation


 Strong Rope Taproom
 
This is Blue Mountain Lake’s 
own taproom, using New York 
State ingredients and serving 
regional ales & signature beer 
brewed in Brooklyn.  Enjoy a 
drink outside, catch the various 
musicians who come by and, 
now and then, a food truck. On 
August 12, from 12 to 5, Papa 
Duke’s BBQ food truck will satisfy 
your hunger. Or go across the way 
to the Corner Store for a take-out 
pizza. Upcoming musicians are 
Kimberly Buckley, Bob Stump, and 
Mark Arsenault.   

You’ll need a day or two—or maybe a week—at the 
museum this summer and fall. Besides the glorious 
permanent exhibits on the history of the Adirondacks, 
you can visit this year’s new permanent exhibit, 
“Artists and Inspiration in the Wild.” There are also 
Artists in Residence to meet, each having a several-

New exhibits, classes, hikes, 
music at Adirondack Experience 

SIZZLER
The Blue Mountain Sizzler is 

a 5K run, a 5K walk and a half-mile kids’ race. 
It’ll melt your socks! And take you through a lovely little town.

Sunday, August 13

Register at www.BlueMtSizzler.com. Pre-registration online is 
not only cheaper for you but helps make race day easier for 
organizers. But don’t worry, last minute entries will still be 
accepted. Everyone is welcome.

8:20, 8:30, and 9:15 starts
Behind Adirondack Lakes Center for the Arts, 3446 Rte 28 
Sponsored by the Blue Mountain Lake Association  
Proceeds will benefit the Association’s Project Fund   
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Indigenous art in the new permanent 
exhibition at ADKX

day stint at the museum. Many from the Akwesasne 
Mohawk reservation will be demonstrating their art 
and talent in the Life in the Adirondacks exhibition.

Classes and hikes fill up early, so don’t 
hesitate. Every Thursday, you can hike with naturalist 
Ed Kanze to different places: John Dillon Park, Catlin 
Bay, Minnow Pond, Marion River Carry and Sawyer 
mountain. Concerts on the grounds are also very 
popula r .For much more in format ion , see 
www.theadkx.org.  

New Emergency Phone 
at Fire Station
 
The Blue Mountain Lake Fire Department 
has installed an emergency phone at the 
fire station to replace the coin-phone 
across from the Post Office which is going 
out of service.   Pressing the PUSH FOR 
HELP button automatically dials the 
emergency response dispatchers at the 
Hamilton County Sheriff’s office.

Don’t forget other Blue Mountain Lake landmarks 
not featured in this issue. Stop in to shop, to eat, 
or just to say hi.

—Chef Darrell’s Mountain Diner
—Curry’s Cottages
—Prospect Point Cottages
—Blue Mountain Lake Boat Livery
—Blue Mountain Rest 
—Hedges & the Crow’s Nest Gift Shop

http://www.bluemtsizzler.com/
http://www.theadkx.org


Habit Swap for Turtles
 

H a v e y o u w o n d e r e d a b o u t t h e 
construction along Rte 28/30 before Lake 
Durant as you are coming into Blue 
Mountain? Major earth-moving vehicles 
have carved out a stretch of water 
brimming with grasses and logs parallel to 
the road. For drainage? Eco protection? 
No, it’s a habitat SWAP. 

The DEC (NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation) requires 

Tuscarora ………………………………………………………………………… from page 1

Pamela Aall, and her husband Chet 
Crocker, BML summer residents, were 
smitten by a little opera history in Bolton 
Landing and wrote this for the newsletter.
 
Few people know about the deep 
connections one of the world’s most 
famous sopranos had with Lake George 
or of the charming museum that bears her 
name in Bolton Landing. Granted, it was 
a few years ago—the late 19th and early 
20th centuries—but during that time, 
Marcella Sembrich was one of the most 
celebrated musicians in the world. After a 
successful early career in Europe, she 

Opera and Music at 
Bolton Landing

debuted the main role in Lucia di 
Lammermoor in the first season of the 
fledgling Metropolitan Opera, a stage 
where she would reign as one of the 
leading singers of her time for the next 
quarter century.  She later founded the 
voice studies programs at the Julliard 
School in NYC and the Curtis Institute in 
Philadelphia. 

In 1922, Sembrich bought a stretch 
of land on Lake George, building a summer 
home on the water and a small campus 
where she continued to teach her voice 
students while enjoying the lake and forests. 

Today, on this property is the 
Sembr ich , a non-prof i t museum 
celebrating the Golden Age of Opera and 
offering musical performances throughout 
the summer. On the National Register of 
Historic Places, it includes a beautifully 
maintained former teaching studio on a 
five-acre stretch along Lake George with 
charming walking paths. It is also the site 
of a publicly-funded summer music and 
film festival. This regional treasure enables 
you to imagine a life of high culture in the 
woods and to recall the many personalities 
who pioneered various arts in our North 
Country. Who would have thought this 
Polish-Ukrainian opera star had decided to 
grace Bolton Landing 100 years ago! 

	

A concert at the lakeside performance tent
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When construction destroyed turtle 
habitat on Raquette, Durant turtles 
gained habitat via DEC mandate.
that SWAP (State Wildlife Action Plan) 
come into play when fragile habitat is 
destroyed as has happened in the rebuilding 
of the Raquette Lake Bridge on Route 28. 
In such a case, the DEC mandates that the 
equivalent be built nearby.

So, major construction vehicles 
have been at work creating a quarter-acre 
wetland for snapping, painted, and other 
resident turtles that live near Lake Durant. 
Turtles have been seen enjoying their 
expanded habitat and sunning on logs. 
The Raquette Lake turtles’ loss is the 
Durant turtles’ gain. 

Want to help 
the July deluge 

victims?
In response to the destructive flooding 
in central Adirondack communities 
including Long Lake, Indian Lake and 
Blue Mountain Lake, the Adirondack 
Foundation is activating its SUN 
(Special and Urgent Needs) Fund. In the 
past, the SUN Fund has been activated 
for the storm Irene, for COVID and 
other issues. 

To contribute, go to https://
www.adirondackfoundation.org/funds/
special-and-urgent-needs-fund or 
c o n t a c t L e s l e e M o u n g e r a t 
leslee.mounger@adkfoundation.org; 
phone 518-523-9904.

structure. Tuscarora is an important part 
of the history of our community, 
bridging the Gilded Age and modern 
times. 

A group of local residents has 
been discussing just what the future may 
hold for the boat. It is on shore in a quiet 
cove, not accessible for viewing. There 
is much work needed to document and 
stabilize the watercraft and develop 
interpretation that will bring this unique 
story to life.

The first step in the next chapter 
for the Tuscarora was made possible by 

a small grant from the Connecticut-
based 1772 Foundation that will 
facilitate creation of a feasibility study 
and high-tech documentation of the 
vessel. This historic preservation grant is 
a d m i n i s t e r e d b y A d i r o n d a c k 
Architectural Heritage, Keeseville, an 
organization that sees the value of 
preserving this unique artifact.

As plans emerge over the next 
f e w y e a r s , t h e F r i e n d s o f 
the Tuscarora intend to offer progress 
updates via social media, press releases 
and other venues. 

Blue Mountain’s 
new ambulance
Jim Hutt sent in this photo of our new 
ambulance. Funds were raised last year 
and a low-milage, well equipped 
vehicle was bought from Big Moose. It 
is serving the community very well this 
year. Thank you EMS and EMT!

https://www.adirondackfoundation.org/funds/special-and-urgent-needs-fund
https://www.adirondackfoundation.org/funds/special-and-urgent-needs-fund
https://www.adirondackfoundation.org/funds/special-and-urgent-needs-fund
http://leslee.mounger@adkfoundation.org


Every summer, the Blue Mountain Lake 
Association sponsors a trash pick-up, 
headed by Cathleen Collins. Gloved 
volunteers armed with grabber sticks and 
plastic bags venture out to designated 
spots, returning with a myriad of treasures. 
“This is very satisfying work when you fill 
your bag,” says Cecilia Mathews who 
cleaned two trailhead parking areas. At 
left, Sheila and Jim Hutt cover the area on 
Rte 28/30 from Durant Road and on to the 
campground entrance. “We collected two 
bags full: bottles, car parts, broken cooler 
parts, candy wrappers. But this year no 
dirty Pampers. Phew.”

Everything	but	the	kitchen	sink—
some9mes,	yes,	the	kitchen	sink

BML’s photogenic phone booth lives on.   
We received word this spring that Frontier 
Communications is exiting the coin-phone 
business and to expect the booth to be 
scrapped.  Rapid intervention by the Blue 
Mountain Lake Association asserted the 
booth is our property, an earlier gift from 
Citizen’s Telecom, Frontier’s parent 

Blue Mountain Lake’s Iconic Phone 
Booth Gets a Reprieve

company, and the order to remove it 
was canceled.  While the phone inside 
will soon be disconnected, our booth 
will remain to recall the era when pay 
phones were ubiquitous and yet scarce 
enough you might have to wait in line.

Today’s booth replaces one that 
stood across from the Post Office for 
years; its restoration a decade ago was a 
joint effort of the Blue Mountain Lake 
Association, the Town of Indian Lake, 
and Citizen’s.  After discovering the 
original phone booth had been 
removed, Paul Paddock, then our VP, 
made executive-level contacts and 
received a commitment to restore 
service.  Frontier shipped us three 
partially disassembled booths to use for 
parts.  Mechanics from Indian Lake’s 
Parks Department assembled a working 
booth from those remnants and built a 
concrete pad complete with a bench and 
flower barrel.

As of this writing there’s still 
dial tone and a local call is 25 cents.  It 
won’t be for long. Make a call.

Customers line up for the Blue 
Mountain Lake’s Corner Store 
Soft Serve ice cream. Inside, the 
convenience store sells groceries, 
cold drinks, gifts galore, outdoor 
e q u i p m e n t , a n d t a k e - o u t 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Jeff 
Braunius, the proprietor, has 
truly made it “a small town store 
filled with happiness.” 

Andy Coney The Adirondack Lakes Center for the 
Arts is as creative, dynamic, and 
entertaining as ever. Its Theater Festival 
will again travel to various sites in the 
area: Blue Mountain Lake, North Creek, 
Long Lake , Tupper , In le t , and 
Speculator. 

Starting July 28 through August 2 
will be “The Tempest,” a stormy and 

Don Wynn has 26 painting in an ALCA 
exhibit which runs until September 3.

ALCA	is	burgeoning	
with	art,	theater	etc.

abridged Shakespearean tale, directed by 
Karen Lordi-Kirkham. It’s outdoors, 
free and at seven different venues

From August 4 through 9, it’s the 
heartwarming Charlie Brown musical, 
“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown,” 
directed by George Cordes and 
Elizabeth Cordes. 

On October 6 and 7 and only at 
ALCA, is “The Cure,” written by 
Frederic Glover involving the story of 
Dr. Edward Trudeau and his Saranac 
Lake clinic for patients with tuberculosis.

Very special this year is an 
exhibit of 26 paintings by Don Wynn 
whose work is in the Metropolitan 
Museum and whose first ALCA exhibit 
was 50 years ago. Meet him and other 
artists at the August 12, 2:00—4:00. 
reception.

Upcoming concerts include  
Organ Fairchild, the funky jam-band 
from Buffalo and the Seagle Music 
Festival Campany. There are art and 
theater classes for kids and adults, yoga,  
and terrific exhibits on the walls  
upstairs and downstairs. Website: 
www.adirondackarts.org 
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